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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Emir Abd el-Kader was born on
September 6, 1808 near Mascara, Algeria. His family would have been considered as being in the highest social
class of that society. Algeria was part of the Turkish Empire. Abd el-Kader grew into a refined man who lived a
simple life. He was considered religious and had a brilliant mind. In 1825 he set out with his father on a religious
pilgrimage to Mecca, which is the birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad. There, he met with leaders in the
Muslim faith and discussed various topics. These experiences molded this young Muslim leader and prepared
him for his future. He returned to his homeland just before the French arrived. A year later, Abd el-Kader s
father was asked to lead a campaign against the French. At a meeting in the autumn of 1832, the young son
was elected Emir (translated prince or Commander of the Faithful). This is an Arabic word, a title for someone
in high oIice. A brilliant politician, Emir Abd el-Kader was successful in uniting the tribes in the region and
establishing security. His status was elevated in the eyes of the Arabs and the French. There was a period of
peace interrupted by times of battles. The Emir played down his political power. He repeatedly declined the
invitation to carry the title of sultan and instead concentrated on his spiritual authority. One aspect that helped
him lead his nation was the ability to find and use good talent regardless of a person s faith. He employed and
trusted advice from both Christians and Jews. When the peace with France ended, Abd el-Kader s warriors were
effective...
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